Characteristics of women in Louisiana who give birth without receiving prenatal care.
The percentages of Louisiana female residents who did not receive any prenatal care before giving birth in 1985, 1990, 1992, and 1995 are derived from birth certificate data. The amount of change between the percentages of women giving birth without receiving prenatal care was compared over time at the state and regional level for various characteristics of the mothers and infants. These characteristics include the mother's age, race, marital status, and education, and the infant's birth weight. The results are interpreted along with the expectations that the percentages of women giving birth without prenatal care should be declining over time. Specific information can be identified about where, and for whom, these percentages are increasing.